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FLASH POINTS 
Skid Loader Fire Prevention - April 2021  
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Skid loaders are an essential piece of equipment most commonly used for feeding and maintaining pens on a      
livestock farm.  In many cases, the skid loader is not maintained as well as larger farm equipment proportionally to 
the number of hours it works over its lifetime. Whether the skid loader is being driven or parked inside a barn, it can 
easily start on fire if not properly maintained. 

Fire Hazards: 

The skid loader is a compact piece of equipment with a tight engine compartment 
which tends to accumulate straw, dust, silage, manure, sawdust, and other debris 
found on a farm.  Once these materials dry out, or come in contact with oils, they   
become highly combustible and can easily start a fire. Cracked or worn hydraulic    
hoses can burst and spray hot oil on hot engine components.  It takes very little to 
ignite this mixture of oil and debris which can result in a flash fire.  Electrical wiring 
that is not maintained can become abraded, causing sparks or thermal heating that 
can present fire-related hazards.  

It’s important to monitor the skid loader for a period of 30 to 40 minutes after its use.  
Research has shown that fires are commonly discovered during this time as the     
machine’s cooling system is shut off, limiting airflow that can support a smoldering fire.  

Maintenance: 

 The operators should check the oil and engine compartment at the beginning 
of each day.  Take the time to blow the engine off to remove any debris that 
may have accumulated in tight spaces during the last use.  Most skid loader 
engine compartments are very compact.  It may require the removal of doors, 
shields, or covers, or lifting of the cab to gain access to the lower and hard-to- 
reach areas of the motor compartment. 

 High-powered pressure washers or steam cleaners should be used weekly to 
spray off oil or accumulated grease buildup within the engine compartment.  
Take caution when pressure washing around wires as the sharp nozzle spray 
can cut and damage wires, posing additional fire-related hazards.  

 The engine’s exhaust system is generally known as the hottest surface within 
the skid loader engine compartment.  Monitor these systems for cracks or worn 
out components that may drop hot embers to lower portions of the engine  
compartment where debris accumulates, which can result in a smoldering fire. 

 Debris tends to settle in the lowest portions of the engine compartment           
accumulating around belts and pulleys, resulting in friction posing a fire hazard. 
(see arrow)  



Consumer Product Safety Commission Fire Safety Recalls 

 

Towsley Recalls 3-in-1 Qi Wireless Chargers, 
Power Banks and Travel Chargers Due to Fire 
Hazard 

This recall involves 3-in1 Qi wireless chargers, 6700 mAh power banks and 
travel wall chargers.  The white square power bank includes a two-pronged 
section that plugs into the wall and 3 USB type plugs on the other side.  The 
product is also capable of wireless charging.  An Acuity heart logo is printed on 
the front of the charger/power bank.   The product can overheat resulting in fire 
causing property damage. Consumers should immediately stop using the 
chargers and contact Towsley toll-free at 1-888-510–0488 or email at 
recall@towsleys.com to receive a credit for a free replacement charger and 
instructions on disposing of the recalled product.  

HD Hudson Recalls Battery-Powered Sprayers 
Due to Fire Hazard 

This recall involves illu-Mist 40001 one-gallon and 40002 two gallon battery-
powered garden sprayers.  The sprayers have a plastic triangle-shaped handle 
in gray with teal blue trim and a white tank with “illu-Mist” printed on the front 
side of the tank.  The sprayers measure 15.5 inches and 19.5 inches in height 
when assembled. These units were sold at Lowe’s stores nationwide and 
online at Amazon.com from December 2019 through January 2021 at  a cost 
of between $40 and $50.  The firm has received reports of batteries 
overheating resulting in fire hazards and smoke damage.  Consumers should 
contact HD Hudson at 1-800-394-8802 or online at hdhudson.com and click on 
recalls for more information.  
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Bobcat Company Recalls Utility 
Vehicles Due to Burn and Fire Hazards 

This recall involves model years 2015 through 2018 Bobcat 
3400 and 3400XL gas engine-equipped utility vehicles 
manufactured by Polaris Industries.  The recalled utility 
vehicles are white and black with orange decals, have one or 
two rows of seats and a rear box. “Bobcat” is printed on the 
hood of the utility vehicle and “3400” or “3400XL”  is printed on 
the rear box.  Bobcat has received reports of cracked exhaust 
pipes posing a burn or fire hazard. Consumers should contact 
Bobcat online at www.bobcat.com or by telephone at 1-800-
743-4340.  


